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F E B R U A R Y  2 0 1 6  

Term 1 Report Cards 
will be going home on  

Thursday, February 18th 

This month your child will be 
receiving their 1st Term 

Provincial Report Card outlining 
their progress from the beginning 
of the school year until the end of 
the term. Areas of focus will be 

their learning skills and their 
strengths and next steps with 
Ministry expectations with 
respect to their grade level. 

 
We encourage you to continue to 

have conversations with your 
child and their teacher to help 
support their success at school. 
Thank you for your continued 

partnership with	  the	  school.	  

News from the Office 
	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	   	   	  	  We	  would	  like	  to	  take	  this	  opportunity	  	  	  
	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  to	  express	  a	  heartfelt	  thanks	  to	  all	  the	  	  
	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  families	  who	  supported	  our	  recent	  Family	  	  
	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  Literacy	  Night	   on	  Thursday,	   January	  28th.	   	   It	  
was	   certainly	   a	   fun-‐filled	   evening	   where	   primary	   students	  
and	  their	  families	  were	  able	  to	  enjoy	  a	  wide	  range	  of	  literacy	  
activities	   that	   promoted	   reading,	   writing,	   oral	   and	   media	  
literacy	  development.	  From	  read	  alouds	  heard	  around	  the	  fire	  
at	   Mount	   Joy’s	   very	   own	   campgrounds	   to	   word	   games	   and	  
story	   re-‐writes,	   the	   evening	   had	   many	   unique	   literacy	  
opportunities	   for	  our	  younger	  readers	  and	  writers	  and	  their	  
families	  to	  enjoy.	  We	  hope	  that	  families	  also	  got	  the	  chance	  to	  
take	   part	   in	   our	   parent	   workshops	   that	   focused	   on	   early	  
reading	  and	  comprehension	  strategies	  that	  can	  be	  used	  with	  
their	  children,	  as	  well	  as	  peruse	  the	  dual	  language	  texts.	  The	  
evening	   also	   included	   our	   first	   ever	   “Speaker’s	   Corner”	   and	  
photo	  booth	  capturing	  young	  readers	  enjoying	  their	  favourite	  
narratives.	   Beloved	   stories	   like	   “The	   Dot”	   and	   “Shape	   Art”	  
were	   the	   focus	   of	   beautiful	   creations	   produced	   by	   our	  
students	  in	  the	  storybook	  craft	  stations,	  as	  well	  as	  teddy	  bear	  
portraits	  painted	  in	  our	  art	  studio!	  Exploring	  IPad	  apps	  were	  
another	   fun	  way	   to	  engage	  with	   literacy.	  Our	   ‘book	  swap’	  of	  
both	   new	   and	   gently	   used	   books	   could	   not	   have	   been	   so	  
successful	  without	  all	   the	   families	   and	   staff	  who	  were	  more	  
than	   generous	   with	   their	   donations.	   The	   enthusiasm	  
demonstrated	   by	   staff,	   students	   and	   their	   families	   is	   a	   true	  
symbol	  of	  the	  strong	  commitment	  to	  literacy	  that	  we	  all	  share	  
as	  a	  school	  community.	  	  
Sincerely, 

Mr. Pettigrew & Mrs. Di Stefano 
	  

Principal:	  Mr.	  Ken	  Pettigrew	  

Vice	  Principal:	  Mrs.	  Christina	  Di	  Stefano	  

EOAA:	  Ms.	  Alison	  Meechan	  

Secretary:	  Ms.	  Nuria	  Costa	  

Trustee:	  Mr.	  Allan	  Tam	  

Superintendent	  of	  Schools:	  Mr.	  Dan	  Wu	  

School	  Council	  Chairs:	  Ms.	  Anita	  Jarchow	  
	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  Ms.	  Karen	  Ngai	  
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Literacy Corner 

Thank	  you	  to	  all	  of	  the	  families	  of	  Kindergarten	  to	  Grade	  Two	  students	  who	  came	  out	  to	  celebrate	  our	  
annual	  Literacy	  Night	  here	  at	  Mount	  Joy.	  	  It	  was	  a	  great	  success!	  
Now	  that	  Term	  One	  Report	  Cards	  are	  ready	  to	  go	  home,	  we	  know	  that	  you	  may	  still	  have	  some	  
questions	  about	  your	  child’s	  progress	  or	  are	  wondering	  how	  to	  help	  them	  to	  reach	  the	  next	  level.	  Here	  
are	  some	  questions	  to	  ask	  yourself	  in	  order	  to	  prepare	  next	  steps	  for	  your	  child.	  
	  
-‐	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  Are	  you	  or	  your	  student	  reading	  daily?	  
We	  want	  to	  continue	  to	  foster	  the	  love	  of	  reading	  at	  home.	  	  Although	  children	  come	  home	  with	  books	  
they	  can	  read	  themselves,	  reading	  more	  difficult	  texts	  (e.g.,	  library	  books)	  
to	  your	  children	  is	  an	  important	  way	  to	  build	  comprehension.	  	  Some	  
books	  may	  be	  difficult	  for	  children	  to	  read	  on	  their	  own,	  however,	  rich	  
discussions	  can	  often	  be	  had	  before,	  during	  and	  after	  reading.	  	  
	  	  
-‐	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  Are	  you	  fostering	  a	  writing	  environment	  at	  home?	  
Often	  the	  focus	  is	  placed	  to	  heavily	  on	  developing	  reading	  skills;	  however,	  
students	  need	  to	  the	  opportunity	  to	  write.	  For	  the	  younger	  grades,	  it	  
could	  be	  as	  simple	  as	  a	  retell	  of	  their	  day	  or	  the	  book	  they	  are	  reading	  
with	  you.	  For	  the	  junior	  grades,	  it	  could	  be	  promoting	  the	  use	  of	  a	  journal	  
or	  diary	  so	  that	  students	  are	  able	  to	  express	  themselves	  through	  writing.	  
For	  the	  older	  grades,	  summarizing	  and	  paragraph	  writing	  is	  essential	  in	  
high	  school;	  therefore,	  it	  could	  be	  beneficial	  for	  students	  to	  practice	  these	  
skills	  using	  newspaper	  articles.	  It	  is	  extremely	  important	  to	  work	  with	  
your	  child	  not	  only	  on	  their	  writing	  but	  on	  the	  most	  beneficial	  skill,	  proofreading.	  After	  your	  child	  has	  
written	  a	  piece,	  make	  sure	  they	  put	  it	  away	  for	  a	  bit	  and	  come	  back	  to	  it	  later.	  By	  taking	  sometime	  and	  
reading	  the	  piece	  out	  loud	  can	  give	  each	  student	  a	  new	  perspective	  on	  what	  they	  wrote.	  
	  	  
-‐	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  Are	  you	  having	  meaningful	  discussions	  with	  your	  child?	  
You	  may	  want	  to	  prompt	  your	  child	  to	  make	  
connections	  to	  stories	  such	  as	  asking	  if	  the	  book	  
reminds	  them	  of	  something	  (e.g.,	  another	  book,	  a	  
personal	  experience,	  something	  they	  know,	  
something	  they	  have	  seen	  before).	  	  This	  will	  help	  
your	  child	  better	  understand	  what	  it	  is	  they	  have	  
read.	  Moreover,	  asking	  them	  complex	  questions	  
that	  can	  have	  more	  than	  one	  answer	  will	  cause	  
them	  to	  look	  at	  one	  issue	  from	  multiple	  
perspectives.	  (i.e.	  How	  could	  the	  story	  have	  ended	  
differently?	  How	  might	  the	  story	  be	  different	  if	  told	  
from	  the	  other	  character’s	  perspective?	  Which	  part	  
of	  the	  story	  did	  you	  feel	  could	  be	  improved?)	  
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ELL Tips 
When	  reading	  unfamiliar	  words,	  remind	  your	  child	  to	  chunk	  the	  word	  by	  finding	  smaller	  sounds	  or	  
smaller	  words	  within	  a	  word.	  For	  example,	  with	  the	  word	  ‘standing’:	  have	  your	  child	  use	  his/her	  
finger	  to	  cover	  up	  all	  the	  letters	  except	  ‘st’;	  sound	  that	  out	  and	  then	  cover	  ‘st’	  with	  one	  finger	  and	  
‘ing’	  with	  the	  other	  and	  read	  ‘and’;	  then	  read	  ‘ing’;	  then	  read	  all	  three	  sounds	  together:	  ‘st/and/ing’.	  	  
Focus	  on	  the	  positive	  and	  what	  your	  child	  can	  do.	  Try	  not	  to	  worry	  about	  what	  they	  can’t	  do	  yet.	  It	  
takes	  practice	  and	  time.	  Remember	  to	  encourage	  and	  praise.	  	  
	  
When	  praising:	  	  
Instead	  of	  saying:	  	   	   Try	  saying:	  	  
Good	  girl.	  	   	   	   You	  tried	  really	  hard.	  	  
You’re	  so	  smart!	  	   	   I	  see	  how	  you	  remembered	  to	  read	  to	  the	  end	  	  
	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	   	   	   	   of	  each	  word.	  
	  	  
Great	  reading!	  	   	   I	  can	  see	  you	  are	  working	  very	  hard	  on	  trying	  to	  	  

understand	  what	  it	  is	  about.	  
	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  
You’re	  so	  good	  at	  this.	  	   You	  did	  it!	  	  
	  
Studies	  have	  shown	  that	  when	  praising	  a	  child’s	  traits	  like	  their	  intelligence,	  it	  reduces	  motivation,	  
focuses	  students	  on	  their	  performance	  and	  encourages	  them	  to	  compare	  themselves	  with	  others.	  
When	  students	  are	  praised	  for	  their	  effort	  and	  behavior,	  it	  encourages	  them	  to	  develop	  a	  flexible	  
mindset,	  work	  towards	  next	  steps	  and	  take	  on	  challenges.	  	  

ELL jfty; 
ghPr;rakw;w nrhw;fis thrpf;Fk; NghJ> rpwpa xypfis my;yJ nrhy;nyhd;wpDs; 
rpwpa nrhw;fisg; ghh;g;gjd; %yk; nrhy;iy miuf;FkhW cq;fs; Foe;ijf;F 

epidt+l;Lq;fs;. cjhuzkhf> ~standing| vd;w nrhy;iyg; nghWj;jstpy; ~st| vd;w 
vOj;ijj; jtpu rfy vOj;Jf;fisAk; mtuJ tpuy;fspdhy; gps;isia %lr; 

nra;Aq;fs;@ mij cr;rhpf;fr; nra;Jtpl;L gpd; ~st| vd;w vOj;Jf;fis xU 

tpuypdhYk;> ~ing| vd;w vOj;Jf;fis kw;iwa tpuypdhYk; %btpl;L> ~and| vd;w 
vOj;Jf;fis thrpj;Jtpl;L> gpd; ~ing| vd;w vOj;Jf;fis thrpf;fr; nra;Aq;fs;@ mjd; 

gpd;dh; ~standing| vd rfy %d;W xypfisAk; xd;WNru thrpf;fr;nra;Aq;fs;.  
cld;ghlhdJk;> cq;fs; Foe;ijahy; vd;d nra;aKbAk; vd;gjpdJk; kPJ 
Nehf;fpidf; nfhz;bUq;fs;. ,d;DNk mth;fshy; nra;a Kbahjijg; gw;wp 
ftiyg;glhky; ,Ug;gjw;F Kaw;rpAq;fs;. mJ gapw;rpiaAk;> Neuj;ijAk; vLf;Fk;. 
Cf;fkspg;gijAk;> ghuhl;LtijAk; ,l;L epidtpy; itj;jpUq;fs;.  
ghuhl;Lk; NghJ:  
ey;y gps;is vdf; $Wtjw;Fg; gjpyhf:  
ePq;fs; cz;ikahf fLikahf Kaw;rpj;jPh;fs; vd $Wtjw;F KaYq;fs;.  
ePq;fs; kpfTk; RWRWg;ghdth; vdf; $Wtjw;Fg; gjpyhf: 
xt;nthU nrhy;yp;d; ,Wjp tiu thrpg;gjw;F ePq;fs; vt;thW epidtpy; 
itj;jpUe;jPh;fs; vd;gij vd;dhy; ghh;f;ff;$bajhf ,Uf;fpwJ vdf; $Wtjw;F 
KaYq;fs;.  
ed;whf thrpj;Jtpl;Bh;fs; vdf; $Wtjw;Fg; gjpyhf:  
Ghpe;Jnfhs;tij Kaw;rpg;gjpy; ePq;fs; fLikahf ciof;fpwPh;fs; vd;gij vd;dhy; 
ghh;f;f Kbfpd;wJ vdf; $Wtjw;F KaYq;fs;.  
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;當 讀不熟悉的單詞時, 提提孩子們去認出細小的單字或單字的英語拼音. 例如, 英文單詞	 

_‘standing’. 可以教孩子們	 _‘st’, ‘and’和	 _‘ing’的拼音. 然後依次序把拼音讀一次，

越讀越快直到發音自然地連成standing這個字.  

這個過程會在孩子學習過程中不斷重

複. 若孩子們有困難, 不要太擔心. 集中

在他們可以做的. 讀單詞需要練習和

時間. 記得使用鼓勵和稱讚的 話較好. 

稱讚時, 嘗試使用: 	  

不嘗用:  

你真用工去嘗試. 	   乖孩子.  

你記得 讀整個單詞. 	   你這麼聰明.  

你很用工去理解.  讀得好.  

你做到了. 你成工了. 	   對你實在易如翻掌.  
 

ePq;fs; ,jpy; nghpJNk ed;whf ,Uf;fpwPh;fs; vdf; $Wtjw;Fg; gjpyhf:  
,J vijg; gw;wpaJ> ePq;fs; ,ijr; nra;Jtpl;Bh;fs; vdf; $Wtjw;F KaYq;fs;.  
xU gps;isapd; Ez;zwpT Nghd;w mth;fsJ rpwg;ghdjd;ikfisg; ghuhl;Lk; NghJ> 
mJ nray;Nehf;fj;ijf; Fiwf;fpd;wJ> mth;fsJ nray;epiwNtw;wk; kPJ 
khzth;fisf; Ftpag;gLj;Jfpd;wJ mj;Jld; VidNahUld; jk;ik xg;gpLtjw;F 
mth;fis Cf;Ftpf;fpd;wJ vd Ma;Tfs; fhl;bAs;sd. mth;fsJ Kaw;rpf;fhfTk;> 
elj;ijf;fhfTk; khzth;fs; ghuhl;lg;gLk; NghJ> tise;JnfhLf;ff;$ba 
kNdhepiyia tpUj;jpnra;tjw;Fk;> mLj;j eltbf;iffis Nehf;fp gzpahw;Wtjw;Fk; 
mj;Jld; rthy;fis vLg;gjw;Fk; mth;fis mJ Cf;Ftpf;fpd;wJ.  
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Math Messages  

Illuminate the World of Math 
 
Do you want your children to be successful and engaged in 
mathematics?   
 
Give Illuminations a try.  It can be found at 
https://illuminations.nctm.org/ .  It is an engaging, online resource for 
teachers, parents and students.  Illuminations is the National Council of 
Teachers of Mathematics (NCTM) collection of desktop and tablet-
friendly interactive activities designed to “illuminate” the world of 
mathematics.  NCTM is a mathematics education organization with affiliates in Canada and the 
United States.  There is an abundance of activities for children from pre-kindergarten to grade 12 
found on this site. 
 
For example, Interactives offers numerous games and resources for building math skills, such as Coin 
Box (pre-kindergarten – grade 5), which helps children “learn how to count, collect, exchange, and 
make change for coins by manipulating coins using an array representation.”  Deep Sea Dual, is 
another interactive (grades 3 - 8) found here.  “This strategy game requires you to select cards with a 
specified sum before your opponent.”  Many of these games come as downloadable apps for your 
mobile devices. 
 
Another feature of this site is Calculation Nation®, which offers online math strategy games with a 
twist.  “Calculation Nation® uses the power of the Web to let students challenge opponents from 
anywhere in the world. At the same time, students are able to challenge themselves by investigating 
significant mathematical content and practicing fundamental skills.”  
 
One more aspect of this website is the Brain Teaser section.   “Brain Teasers challenge students and 
mathematics enthusiasts to test their skills with puzzles”. 
 
Who says learning math can’t be fun? 
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Healthy Bits and Bites  

Community Tea 
Join us in the Library for some coffee/tea and treats 

on Friday, February 26th at 8:15 am in the Library and  
find out what's happening at Mount Joy! 

 
Our School Council has a monthly Family Tea inviting all parents, grandparents, and guardians. This is 

an opportunity for families to meet and mingle, to share ideas, to ask questions, and to find out more 
about the role of School Council in the life of Mount Joy. 

 
Reminder that the Fundscrip campaign is still active and it's an easy way to support our students at Mount 

Joy. You can register at www.fundscrip.com using our invitation code JXK336. 
 

For more information on school council or to be added to our distribution list, please email 
mountjoyvolunteers@gmail.com. 

Thank you to all the families who celebrated in January's "Healthy Lunch Challenge".  The objective of 
this activity was for students to bring three of the four food groups in their snacks and lunches for the 
week of January 25th.  Students then tracked what food groups they brought each day.  The winning 
class(es) who had the most participants in the school will be announced the first week of February! 
 
In celebration of our two new water bottle filling stations purchased by our Parent Council, Mount Joy 
P.S. is going to launch a "Re-Think your Drink" campaign.  This campaign will bring awareness to the 
health benefits of drinking water and the reduced impact on the environment from using refillable water 
bottles.  Public Health recommends that children aged 7-18 years limit juice to 1-1 1/2 cups per 
day.  Don't be fooled.  The words "made with real juice" do not mean the drink is 100 per cent fruit 
juice.  Read the label, if sugar, fructose or glucose is on the list the drink has sugar added and is NOT a 
healthy choice.  We will be setting goals as a school and challenging students to drink more water on a 
daily basis.  Mount Joy's personalized logo water bottles will be going on sale later this month.  Please 
watch for more information to follow. 
 
As Valentine's Day approaches, we would like to remind families that if you would like to send "treats" 
for your child's class, we encourage non-food items.  As Mount Joy P.S. is designated as a Healthy 
School, sugary sweets are discouraged.  Ideas for other class "treats" may include; pencils, erasers, loot 
bags or healthy snacks.  Please check with your child's teacher to ensure there are no allergies in the 
classroom before sending snacks. 
 
Remember that every Wednesday is i-Walk to school day.  We are encouraging families and students to 
walk to and from school every Wednesday to promote a healthy, active lifestyle.  Not only are there 
health benefits from walking, but it also helps our environment by leaving our cars parked at home. So 
bundle up, enjoy the winter season and get walking! 
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The	  following	  Healthy	  Schools	  Team	  Members	  share	  their	  reasons	  for	  taking	  a	  risk	  
this	  year	  to	  join	  this	  team.	  
	  
“By	  being	  involved	  with	  the	  Healthy	  Schools	  Team,	  I	  have	  learned	  how	  to	  be	  healthy.	  
I	  know	  that	  if	  the	  team	  can	  be	  healthy,	  we	  can	  show	  everyone	  else	  how	  to	  be	  healthy	  
too.	  	  Learning	  about	  how	  eating	  too	  many	  sweets	  is	  
not	  good	  for	  you	  was	  important	  for	  me.	  I	  want	  to	  
encourage	  people	  to	  make	  healthy	  choices	  and	  
exercise.	  Walking	  your	  dog	  or	  playing	  sports	  are	  easy	  
ways	  to	  get	  healthy!”	  	  	  	  

~Jenna	  M.	  Grade	  4	  
	  
	  
	  
“Our	  team	  is	  trying	  to	  get	  everyone	  to	  be	  healthy	  and	  make	  
healthy	  choices.	  We	  want	  everyone	  at	  Mount	  Joy	  to	  exercise	  by	  
walking	  to	  and	  from	  school.”	  	  
~Thusani	  S,	  Grade	  4	  

	  
	  
“I	  want	  help	  people	  to	  be	  healthy	  and	  exercise	  to	  stay	  in	  shape.	  	  
I	  learned	  eating	  too	  much	  fat	  is	  not	  good	  for	  your	  body	  or	  	  
health.	  These	  are	  important	  tips	  I	  have	  learned	  by	  being	  	  
on	  the	  team.”	  	  	  
~Kripa	  B.	  Grade	  4	  

Spot Light on Student Voice 
Joining the Healthy Schools Team 
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For the complete newsletter please visit the 
Mount Joy Public School website: 

www.mountjoy.ps.yrdsb.ca 

Looking ahead to March 
Mon Tues Wed Thurs Fri 

 1 2 3 4 
 
 
 

Sushi Day 
School Council 

Meeting 6:30 pm 

Pizza Day 
 

  

7 8 9 10 11 

 
 

Sushi Day  Pizza Day 
 

  

 

Mon Tues Wed Thurs Fri 
1 2 3 4 5 

 

PA DAY 
 

School Council 
Meeting 6:30 pm 

 

Pizza Day 
 

 
 

 

8 9 10 11 12 
 
 

Sushi Day Pizza Day  Spirit Day & 
Valentine’s 

Dance-A-Thon 

15 16 17 18 19 
Family Day 
(No School) 

Sushi Day Pizza Day 
 

Reports go home 
 

 

22 23 24 25 26 
 Sushi Day Pizza Day 

Spirit Day   
Anti-Bullying  

Wear Pink 

 Community Tea 
at 8:00 am 

House Colour 
Day 

 


